
Staunton River Middle School Employee of the Month 

    Staunton River Middle School is pleased to announce Gwendolyn Church has been 
named October Employee of the Month.  Ms. Church currently teaches 8th Grade 
General Science and Earth Science. 

     Gwen’s students consistently achieve high scores on state tests.  She creates a 
special relationship with her students that motivates them to want to do their very 
best for her, and for themselves.  They learn, as well as enjoy, taking her classes.  
Gwen’s peers recognize her for her dedication to teaching and her ingenious 
personality.   

     Gwen is one of Bedford County’s own, graduating from Liberty High School.  She 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Middle School Education from Radford University.  
An educator for 19 years, Gwen has taught at SRMS the entire time.  When asked 
what she likes best about SRMS and her job, she responded, “I enjoy the people 
that I work with along with the kids.  It is a nice feeling to go to a place you 
absolutely enjoy, and to be able to call it your job, is awesome.  Not many people 
can say that about their place of employment.” 

     Gwen is a strong supporter of all SRMS activities.  She inspires school spirit 
among students and staff by offering school shirts and SRMS memorabilia for 
sale, with proceeds going to support school programs.  She is also involved in Trout 
in the Classroom (TIC) again this year.  Our sponsor, Roanoke Cement, supplies us 
with the needed equipment so that students can participate.  The goal for students 
is to create a nature conservancy.  They are responsible for raising Brook Trout 
from eggs to the frye stage.  At the frye stage, in April, students will  release 
them in  a stream designated by the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries. 

     As Employee of the Month, Gwen received flowers from Smith Mountain Lake 
Flowers, a Free Oil Change ($29.99 value) from Tucks Tire and Auto Center, Dinner 
for 2 at Hotel Roanoke, a coupon for a free small hot or medium iced McCafe 
Coffee and/or free Big Mac Sandwich from McDonalds, a SRMS Bring a Friend to 
Sit Outside Lunch Pass, a SRMS Wear Jeans for a Day Pass, and a SRMS Duty 
Free Day at School. 

     Congratulations Gwen Church, Staunton River Middle School’s October Employee 
of the Month.  It is a well-deserved honor. 


